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Instruction to Judges:
 
In evaluating the achievement of the competing jazz ensembles, please record your scores for each area listed below in the right-hand box. The first 6 areas are rated on a 15 point scale, and the final area is rated on a 10 point scale.
												
	Accuracy
	Evaluate accuracy of pitch, rhythm, time, technique, and ensemble cohesiveness.
	(15)

	Style
	Evaluate presentation of the selected style, including groove, rhythm section contribution, and articulation.
	(15)

	Musicianship
	Evaluate the display of musicianship through blend, balance, dynamics, ensemble unity, etc.
	(15)

	Expression
	Evaluate the artistic communication of musical energy, emotion, and performer commitment ot the selected style.
	(15)

	Soloists
	(Improvised or written) Evaluate the contribution of soloists, including creativity in improvisation, interaction with the ensemble/rhythm section, and stage presence.
	(15)

	Choice of Repertoire
	Evaluate suitability of repertoire for the ensemble and stylistic variety.
	(15)

	Presentation
	Evaluate the stage presence, entry/exit, deportment, and appearance of the performers.
	(10)

	
	Total
	(100)




Notes:
1. Use tenths of a point as needed, as in 14.1 or 10.6, etc.
2. Do not use Box 1 (below 60%) unless absolutely required.
3. Keep in mind that students equate scores to grades, i.e., 90-100=A, 80-89=B, etc. 
4. Please address your recorded commentary at the students. You can always add a “note to the director” at the end. 
Criteria Reference and Scoring Guidelines

These descriptions apply to all areas on the front side of this page. (This scale represents the standard school scale).

100%			90%			80%			70%			60%
15			13.5			12			10,5			9

	The performance in this area is exceptional. Students demonstrate a clear knowledge and skill of the selected style. Students perform with technical consistency as well as expressive excellence. Some flaws or weaker moments may be present.
	The performance presents a moderately high, yet sometimes inconsistent level of knowledge and skill. There is room for growth, but significant achievement is evident.
	This performance shows a moderate level of achievement. Much room for growth exists, sometimes due to repertoire selection. Students may be at an earlier to intermediate level of development in their musical journey.
	Performance demonstrates an early level of development in jazz festival competition. Numerous technical issues are evident; expressive opportunities aare limited.
	Not Available

	Box 5
Superior (A)
	Box 4
Excellent (B)
	Box 3
Good (C)
	 Box 2
Developing (D)
	Box 1




10			9			8			7			6
100%			90%			80%			70%			60%


Classifications:

These are general descriptions of where different classes generally tend ot score. Please feel free to work outside of these guidelines as appropriate to the performance. All numbers are available to all groups.

Novice – Ensembles in this class usually score in box 2 and 3, but can score higher with a very strong performance

Intermediate – Intermediate ensembles tend to score in box 3 and 4, although some may still score in box 2. 

Advanced –These groups usually score in box 4, although some will achieve box 5 or box 3

Heavy – These ensembles usually score in box 5.
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